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the Miniſtry, and who might in due time appoint others alſo to ſucceed 
them in that Work; that ſo that Church which he had planted, might ne- 
yer want Teachers and Governors for the time to come, The Apoſtle had 
be fore put Timothy in remembranceof the gift which was in him by the put- 
tingon of his own hands ; Here now he is commanded to uſe hizown Autho- 
rity, and to commit the Goſpel. of Chriſt, i. e. the Truſt committed to 
him before, to faithful Men, who might teach others, what they them- 
felves hat been taught . 
Ir is for the ſake of zheſe Inferences, which naturally follow from the 
ASS Text, that 1 have choſen theſe Words ro ſpeak upon at this time. The 
open inſults which have been made upon the Prieſthood of late from the 
Preſs, ( 1) and upon the whole Eccleſiaſtical Office and Authority as deri- 
ved from God, call upon us to give an Account of our Miſſion, and to 
lay forth our Credentials; that ſo we may ſatisfy our People, that we 
claim no more, than what the Word of God gives us a Right to Chal- 
© Jenger- x Fe 6 ; 5 
And here it will be no hard matter, to make the Title good to all the 
Powers and Privileges which are claimed in the Church of England by its 
- Clergy, if we keep to the Scriptures as our Guides in this matter: For 
them this new Afertor of the Rights of the Chriſtian Church has virtu- 
ally thrown aſide, by declaring that every Man is under an indiſpenſable 
Obligation to Worſhip God after the manner he thinks moſt agreeable to his 
Will ; and in all Religious matters whatever, to follow the DiRates of 


his own Conſcience (2) This, he ſays, the Magiſtrate has no Right to 


break in upon: That when en have choſen their own Religion, they may 
ſet apart whom they pleaſe to admoniſh and exhort them in what they at 
rhat time think to be their Duty: That even then, when they have made 
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that Choice, they may alter their Opinions as often as they pleaſe; and 
when they have thus alter d them, they are not bound to provide for, or 
maintain thoſe their Teachers, unleſs they Change their Opinions alon 

with them. (3) That there is no ſuch thing as Power in the Church, bur 
what is derived from the Magiftrate ; nay, leſs than in any Petty Corpo» 
ration. (4) That the Ordaining or Conſecrating Men to the Service 
of God, is a ridiculous piece of Mummery ; (5) and that all Church Cen- 


ſures are Tyrannical and Unjuſt. 

All this we fiave been poſitively told of late; and that with the greateſt 
Aſſurance poſſible, and with an Equal Peculancy and Indecency ot Stile, 
Therefore ſince St. Paul exhorted Timothy to be inſtant in ſe ſon, and ous 
of Seaſon, to admoniſh, rebuke, ex hort, as Opportunity ſhould ſerve; 
and ſince the ſame Reaſon for theſe Acts of Authority would hold to rhe 
end of the World, which held then; namely, becauſe Doctrines ſubvert- 
ing the Chriſtian Religion may be taught and ſpread e Mankind; ic 
is our Duty to oppoſe them when they are taught, and to lay open their 
pernicious Tendency as plainly as we can. | 

If we cannot prove our Commiſſion from above, we ought to be treat- 
ed as Deceivers ; bur if we can, we are bound by the Laws of God not ro 
betray our Truſt which in truth is the Truſt and Advantage of the People 
of whom the Providence God has committed to our Care, 

In order therefore to ſet this whole matter in a clear Light, I ſhall 
ſhew,” I, That Morality and a good Conſcience are not ſufficient by the 
Chriſtian Inſtitution, to ſave a Man, unleſs he poſitively embraces the 
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(3) * No Man's Religion, like his Lands, deſcends from Father to Son; 
* bur every one, when capable, is to chuſe his own Church. The only 
* Motive to determine him, is the Saving his own Soul, It is not his joyu- 
ing to a Church yeſterday, that obliges him to continue in it to day; 
but a conſtant Perſonal Liking : ibid p. 23, 24. He endeavours to 
prove, p. 22. That it is againſt the Law of Nature, to 4eprive a Man of 
any part of his Property for the Maintenance of ſuch Opinions as no ways 
contribute to the publick Good, but are, ax he judges, prejudicial to his 
Soul e Becauſe na one having Power over the Property of others on any, 
fuch Account, could give their Repreſentatives a greater Power than them- 
ſelves had.---- People are injur d, when they are fore" d to labour and toil, 
not for their common Benefit, but for maintaining ſuch Notions as the 
Publick receives no Advantage by. This is a ready way to ſet the Cler- 
gy of the Church of England a ſtarving, and the Diſſenting Preachers 
too; for they may aſſure themſelves, that it is not High and Low Church, 
but Chriſtianity it (elf which this Author ſtrikes at. Let but the People 
de once taught, that they have nothing to do but to live morally ; and 
that poſitive Inſtitutions of no ſort can bind them any tarther, than as they 
are willing to be bound; and Revealed Religion, which is built upon au 
entirely different Bottom, will quickly fall to the Ground, © oo | 
(4-) Preface p. 12. (5. ) Rights, &cc. p. 74, 75, 76, 
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Law of Chriſt. II. That NS. 4 Chriſt without Baptiſm, is not % 
ſufficient to make Men Chriſtians. III. That Jeſus Chriſt appointed a 
Prieſthood, which he intended ſhould be perpetual, to Preach the Goſpel, 
ro Adminiſter the Sacraments, and to Inflia Cenſures upon Offenders. I? P 
IV. Thar none but Ecclefiaſtical Officers ought ordinarily to perform theſe he 
Ecclefiaſtical Offices. V. That they have a power to cenſure Offenders, el 
which does not Originally proceed from the Licenſe of the Civil Magi- 8 
ſtrate. And then laſt of all I ſhall prove, VI. That the great Objection Y®'® 
which is brought againſt theſe Propofitions, is of no weight, row 
I. That Morality and a good Conſcience are not ſufficient by the Chri- ire 
ſtian Inſtitution to fave a Man, unleſs he poſitively embraces the Law of . I 
Chriſt. The whole Tenor of the New Teſtament runs this way. St. Peter Mar 
ſays, There is no other Nam? under Heaven given among Men, by which we Nerf 
uſt be ſaved. Acts 4.12. St. Fohn teaches us, 70h. 20.31. That Jeſus Chriſt Mitt 
was ſent into the World, that all Men might believe in him; and that be- 
lieving, they might have Life through his Name: Could they have had 
Life otherwiſe, there had been no need of ſending him, And when St. * 
Paul ſays, That life and Immortality are revealed to Mankind in the Go- Nith 
ſpel, 2 Tim. 1, 10, it is plain, That without the Goſpel Mankind could not Ren 
have had Life and Immortality. The Fews that crucified our Bleſſed Sa- ae 
viour, did it ignorantly, As 3. 17, they and their Rulers were not aware hey 
of their putting the Lord of Glory to Death; a Zeal for the Law of Mo- I. 
ſes, which was given their Anceſtors by God himſelf, urged them on to do if 
what they did; yet they were Murderers for ſo doing, even when they 
believed they did God good Service: And they had periſhed in their Sin, 
and been puniſhed for it as Judas was, had they not repented and believed 
in Chriſt. Cornelius was a juſt and a good Man, and is commended for 
ſuch by St. Luke; yer this Juſtice and this Gooddeſs were not ſufficient to if 
fave him; they only procured for him an immediate Call and Miracle, to 
induce St. Peter to preach to him the Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt; ſo that he 
received it as a Reward of his eminent Virtues, that the Goſpel of Salvs- 
tion ſhould de preached particularly to him. And therefore when St. Peter 
ſaid, As 10. 34,35. That he perceived, God is no Reſpecter of Perſons, 
but that in every Nation he that feareth God, and worketh Righteouſneſs, u 
accepted wi:h him; he only meant, that they ſhonld have an Opportunity 
given them, if they had it not before, of Embracing the Chiſtian Faith. 
But we are told, That in matters of Religion Men are ftill in a ftate of 
Nature, without any SOVEREIGN REPRESENTATIVE 
determine for them, what they ſhall B E LIE VE or PROFESS “*. God 
indeed is not our Sovereign Repreſentative, but he is our Maker, and our 
Preſerwer; and as ſuch has a Right to give us what Laws he pleaſes, and 
to appoint whom he wills ro be his Officers to execute theſe'Laws upo 
Earth, If we were indeed ſuch Authochthones, ſuch Sons of the Earth, 
as ſome fancy themſelves to be, then this Liberty conſequent upon ſuch 
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1 State of Nature might have ſome Colour. But the Fat is otherwiſe : 
God has an abſolute Right over us, as our Creator and Preſerver, and pur- 
ſuant thereunto has made a Declaration of his Will ro Mankind, has given 


4 them a Body oſ Laws to obſerve, and has promiſed a Reward, and annexed 
$s N* Puniſhment, to the Obſervance and Neglect of theſe Laws: In all this, 
fo he has not once asked our Conſent: So that to argue from a State ot 
rs, Nature, when the Queſtion is concerning a Poſitive Law, enacted by a Be- 


. Ying that has a competent and an indefeaſible Right to enact it, is irreli- 
S gious; and to ſeem concerned for God's Honour, when we ſet aſide his 
Power and Authority, is to mock him, and ſo in our own Caſes we ſhould 
directly eſteem it. E. 

of If then our Religion was given us by God, and from him impos'd upon 
Mankind, without a previous Asking of their Conſent ; we can eaſily un- 
derſtand, that whatſoever is proved to have been ſo given, muſt be ſub- 
rit Wuitted to: and the neceſſity of ſuch Obedience does no more depend upon 
be- ur Will and Pleaſure, than the Truth of any Propofition in Mathematicks 
had Nepends upon our right or wrong Concept ions about it, In a word, it is 
St. Not left to us, whether we will believe or not. The Apoſtles were charg'd 
So- With 2 Commiſſion, poſitively to lay Life or Death before the Sons of 
Men ; and becauſe they themſelves would ſoon fail, they () ordain'd 
Sa- liers in every Church, who were requir'd to commit the Things which 
hey had heard, to faithful Men, who might teach others alſo. 

II. That Faith without Baptiſm is not ſufficient ro make Men Chriſtians. 
Baptiſm was underſtood by the firſt Chriſtians to be a Fœderal Rite, where- 
y all that were ſo initiated entred into Covenant with God, and obliged 


h 

th emſelves ro perform ſuch Conditions as the Laws of that Convenant 
ved Nen and there preſcribed. So that could the World have been ſuppoſed 
for N have been at Liberty before, they were then actually ry'd up: and the 


rate of Nature was as much broken by that ſubſequent Obligation, as by 
yy Original Contract into which we can ever ſuppoſe a Body of Men to 
ave entred for the Preſervation of Civil Society, The Apoſtles plainly 


Iva Did this was Chriſt's laſt Order, and they declared that they were Wit- 
Peter ceſſes of his Aſcenſion into Heaven after he had left them this Inſtruction: 
ans; that if the appointing this Poſitive Rite of Entry be an Encroachment 
f,u Nen the Rights of Mankind, it is imputable to the Apoſiles themſelves. 

unity Let us ſee now what was their Practice hereupon. St. Peter in his Ser- 
th. en ar the great Pentecoſt, when the Holy Ghoſt was firſt poured out, con- 


erted 3000 Souls: They deſired to know what they ſhould do to be ſa- 
ed; [As 2. 38. Repent (ſays St. Peter) and be baptized every one of 

in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, and yaur fins ſhall be forgiven you, aud © 
ſeal recerve the holy Ghoſt. So St. Philip, one of the Seven Deacons, 
aptized all the Converts in Samaria; [A, 8.12.] and ſo did all the A. 
files by themſelves, or their Aſſiſtants, wherever they went. | 


= 
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And indeed what our Saviour proleptically ſaid to Nicodemus, plainly 
ſhews that by this Inſtitution, Baptiſm by Water is ordinarily neceſſarily 
to Salvation. We may farther obſerve, that where God did viſibly inter- 
poſe in the Converſion of Men ro Chriſtianity, where there neither was 
nor could be any Doubt of the Sincerity of their Faith, that even there 
the ordinary Means of Entry into the Church, were by Feſus Chrift's par- 
ticular Order made uſe of. 05 | 5 

St. Paul's Converſion was the moſt miraculous of any Man's whatſoever, 
after Feſus Chris} aſcended up into Heaven: He was thrown: down to the 
Ground by Light from Heaven, and a voice accompanying that Light told 
him that Jeſus himſelf ſpake to him, and commanded him to go to Da- 
maſtus, where he ſhould hear what he was to do [AFs 9. 6.] When he 
came thither, Ananias a Diſciple then in that City, had a Viſion like- 
wiſe, commanding him to go and lay his Hands upon this future. Apoſtle, 
and to baptize him, Auani as did ſo, and by Impoſition of Hands abſolved 
him from his former Sins; conſequently v hereunto he received his Sight, 
and then baptized him, conſtituting him thereby an actual Member of the 
Chriſtian Church. a | | : 

The next Inſtance recorded in the As, is almoſt as extraordinary, The 
Woſtle of the Gentiles was juſt before baptized, and now the Fir Gentile 
was to be received into the Church, The Fews, if their numbers be con- 
ſidered, were in an inconſiderable part of Mankind, for whom in general 
Chriſt died. Therefore fince Feſus Chrift appeared among us as deſcended 
from that Nation, to whom particularly the Oracles of God were intruſted, 
and ſince they looked upon all Men as common and unclean befides them- 
ſelves, God miracouſly let them ſee, that the Gentiles had a Title to the 
Goſpel- promiſes as well as they. The Firſt Heathen Convert Cornelin; 
was choſen by Gsd himſelf, upon the account of his eminent Piety, to be 
the Firſt- fruits of rhe Gentile World. He had a Vifion commanding him 
to ſend for St, Peter, and St. Peter had another to go to him. When St. 

Peter went, and whilſt he was Preaching, the holy Ghoſt fell upon Co- 
nelius and his Company; and thereby that which was the Reward of ge. 
lieving after Baptiſm, was given them beforchand, to let St. Peter ſee that 
there could be no doubt concerning thoſe Men. How then did St. Peter A 
proceed > He immediately asked, Whether it was reaſonable to refuſe 
Water to thoſe Men who had received the holy Ghoſt, as well as himle!: * 
and his Company? [Acts 10. 47.] And accordingly he baptized them. 

- Apollos we find was mighty in the Scriptures, and was inſtructed in by 
he way of the Lord, [At 18. 24,25 } i. e. in the general Defign of ſend: | 
ing the Meſſiah into the World: Yer becauſe he knew. nothing beyond the 
Baptiſm of John, i. e. was baptized only in the name of the Meſſiah that 
was to come, [As 5. 26.] Aquila and Priſcilla took him and expounded 1 
to him the Way of G, i. e. the neceſſity of being initiated into the N 
Church, in the Method which Jeſus Chriff himſelf had appointed. And " 
that thus we are to underſtand this Matter, appears from St. Paul's Pri 
Ace in the ſame Church of Epheſus, mentioned immediately after, 2 
wet: 8 199% Loa es 39-2 WEE IH Hae oh 65, - Cal 
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been baptized before only with'Fohn's Baptiſin LA, 19. | — 5.] there- 2 
by declaring that to be a neceſſary Sacrament, (*) without which they 


er- were not to be looked upon as compleat Members of the Church of Chri#, 
as III. That Feſus Chriſt appointed Eccleſiaſtical Officers, whom he in- 
TC tended to be perpetual, to preach the Goſpel, tg admit Men into the 
_ Church, arid to puniſh Offenders. Of this we haye ſeveral Proofs. Saint 
/ Matthew cloſes his Goſpel with it. Some time after his Reſurrection our 
er, Bleſſed Saviour ſpeaks to the Eleven Diſciples thus: All Power u given to 
the me in Heaven and Earth. Go Ye therefore and teach all Nations, bapti- 
old zing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
. Ghoft : Teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever I have commanded 
"9 u; and lo, I am with You to. the End of the World. (Marth. 18 18, 19, 
Tj 20.) £GG T Ge INõ§ꝑę c TS Aldbvog. Our Author would make us 


believe, that this goy/eAtios TH Aſavoc, means no more, than that 
bt, Jeſus Chriſt would be with his Apoſtle as long as they ſhould live and 
the preach the Goſpel, (4) But the Alb here, denotes the Time of the 
Mefgah, after which there is to be no farther Declaration of the Will 


The of God. Our Saviour therefore promiſed he would be with them to the 
tile End of the World Then this Promiſe reaches to the Succeſſors of the 
on- Apoſiles as well as themſelves. Teaching and Initiating by Baptiſm are 
eral here ment ion d; Diſcipline upon Offenders is added by Sr. ohn, when he 
ded gives an Account of that matter, Joh. 20. 21, 23. 

ted, The firſt care of Succeſſors, or rather Aſſiſtants in the Church of Feru- 
m- ſalem, which we find in the 4#s, was when the Seven Deacons were ap- 


the pointed: They were indiſputably the loweſt Order in the Church; yet 
lius there the Church onely preſented, As 6,5. the Apoſtles actually approved, 


be and by Impoſition of Hands empower'd thoſe whom they ordain d, not 
him only to act under them as Miniſters in taking care of the Poor, but alſo to 
St, baptize New-converts ; as we ſee St. Philip afterwards did at Samaria, (. 
Cor: If 
ge. IA _— — — | — 
that The great Difference between the. Baptiſm of John, and that of the 


Apoſtles after the Reſurrection, was, Thar John baptized in the Name of 


eter 

fuſe the Met ah chat was to come, {As 19.4.) they in the Name of Jeſus, who 
\ſels was the Meſſiah that was come already. | . 

n F Rights, of the Chriſtian Church, p. 163. 

d in Upon this occafion, I cannot but rake notice of a vile Forgery, which 
* has crept into very many Editions of the Engliſb Bible, eſpecially fince 


th the beginning of the late Rebellion. St. Luke tells us, (AFs 6. 1. Tha: 
when the number of the Diſciples was multiplied, and there was ur- 
(ded muring of the Grecians againſt the Hebrews that the Apoſtles ſaid, 
the Look ye out feven Men whom WE may appoint over this Buſineſs, 
And 86 A hv. Now in many Modern Editions, and even in ſome 
of Field”s beautiful Cambridge ones, inſtead of He, it is whom Te may ap- 
Point over this Buſineſs, This is a direct Corruption of the Text, and f | 

K . n — : 


is well known to what purpoſes it ſerved. We ſee what the Peoples Power 


was in appointing Eccleſiaſtical Officers: They propoſed, the Apoſtles ap- 
ved and ordained; and that, as the Text plainly ſhews, without call- 
ing in any other Authority to make their Acts valid peſides their own. ig 
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If any Man ever had à Celeſtial Miſſion to preach the Goſpel, it was 
gt. Paul: So that he who declared himſelf to be an Apoſtle,, nor of Men, 
ncither by Men, but immediately from Jeſus Chri# himſelf, needed not, 
one would think, any farrher Deſignation by the Governours of the Church 
to ſet about that Work: And yet when he was ſent abroad to preach the 
Goſpel with Barnabas, he was particularly Ordained or Conſecrated by the 
Apoſtles, Before that indeed, St. Paul had publickly declared what won- 
dertul Things Goa had wrought for him in his Converſion, and had diſpu- 
ted with the unbelieving Jews, as any other private Chriſtian might do, 
convincing them by his'own Experience that Jeſus was the Chri#: yet ſtill 
he had no folemn Miſſion : And therefore when the holy Ghoſt com- 
manded the Apoſtles ro ſeparate Paul and Barnabas for the Work for 
which he had called them. they faſted and pray d, and laid their Hands 
upon them, and ſent them forth, As 13. 3. Saint Paul ordained Ti. 
mot hy by Impoſition of Hands, when he made him Biſhop of Epheſus ; 
and he ſent Titus into Crete on purpoſe to govern that Church; wuom 
that he ordained likewiſe by Impoſition of Hands, vc need not queſtion, ſince 
we have ſeen already that it was his conſtant Pradice, xt po iy I pe- 
Eule PSS ol TN gy, or to ordain Elders by laying on of Hands in 
every Church, Ads 14. 23. | : 552 
It was one of his Advices to I mot hy, to lay hands ſuldainly upon no man, 
leaft he ſpould be partaker of other mens fins (1 Iim, f. 22.) 1. e. Not to re- 
ceive Offenders too ſoon. into the Church by Abſolution, leaſt thoſe Sins for · 
given by the Church, whilft unrepented of by the Offender, ſhould be laid 
to his door. He was conſtituted Governor ef that Church by St. Paul, 
and the Power of governing that Church, and of performing all Acts of 
Joriſdiction there, is committed to him alone by the Apoftle. He is re- 
minded of his wn Ordination, which tho' in the Firſt Epiſtle the Apoſtle 
mentions, as done by the laying on of the Hand: of the Preibytery; yet in 
his Second Epiſtle, which was the laſt he ever wrote, leaſt Timothy or the 
Epheſians ſhould make a Miſtake, he is reminded of rhe Gift which was 
in him by Impoſition of the Apoſtle's own Hands. (+) From which, as al- 
ſo from St. /anatiuss Epiſtles, we learn, That tho' the Governors of the 
Church performed no Ads of Authority without their Pre:byters, yet the 
Presbyters were | reſent as witneſſes only, not as Fellow-Judges. 
From theſe Inſtances, and theſe too not the only ones which might be 
urged out of the New Teſtament. it appears, that when the Apoſtles foun- 
ded Churches they appointed Officers of theis own, to Baptize, Preach, 


—— 
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Orddain 


7 See 1 Tom. 4. 14. compared with 2 Tim. 1. 6. 
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Ordain and Lenfure: they acted ds Magiſtrates, and appointed Magiſtrates 
aſter them to do the ſame. They had notion of a ſtate of Nature, wherein 
the People were to chooſe their own Religion: They declared it as from 
God, and exacted poſitive Obedience to its Commands in the Name of Je- 


ſus Chrift, who declared himſelf to be the Head of his own Church, and 


in purſuance of that Headſhip, left it in his Life-time as his laſt Inſtruction 
with his Apoſtles, To teach Mankind to do all things whatſoever he him- 


felf, had commanaed, 


IV. That none bur Ecclefiaſtical Officers can perform theſe Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Offices. The Fact may be plainly proved by St. Luke, and the moſt 
antient Writers in rhe Chriſtian Church: And when we are ſire of the 
Practice, we may very juſtly argue from that to the Right. It has been 
already ſhewed, That the Firſt Chriſtian Churches were planted and. ſet- 
tled by the Apoſtles and their Miniſters, whom they ſent forth by virtue 
of an Authority given them by J7eſus Chriſt, and not by virtue of any 


Law of Nature n Men to chuſe their own Religion, and to ap- 
point what Minſters they pleaſed to preach it to them, We ſee St. Peter 


commanded the Firſt Converts at the great Pentecoſf to be baptized. 


Saint Philip, one of the Seven Deacons, baptized at Samaria. Saint 
Peter's Aſſiſtants baptized Cornelius and his Company. Saint Paul cauſed 
the Epheſians, who were baptized into John's Baptiſm, to be baptized 
over again in the Name of the Lord FESUS. Saint Peter exerciſed 
Acts of juriſdiction upon Ananias, Sapphira, and Simon Magut. Saint 
Paul deſivered the Inceſtuous Corinthian over to Satan, and afrerwards 


forgave him, and by virtue of that Forgiveneſs ratified that Abſolution 


which the Chruch of Cerinth had pronounced before. Saint Paul by 
his own Authority ordained Elders, i. e. Governors vhete · yer he preach- 
ed; and empower'd Timothy and Titus to do the like; and. this tos 
is ſaid to be done without the leaſt hint of communicating their Au- 
thority with the Presbytery, and much leſs of receiving it from] the 


People. 


This is all poſitive and plain. We find alſo by the earlieſt Writers of 
the Church, That theſe Ads of juriſdiction were all executed ſolely 
by Eccleſiaſtical Hands. We find the Body of the Faithful no where 
pretending to a Power of Performing any of theſe Acts, in oppoſition 
to thoſe who had been appointed by the Lpoſtles, or their Sueceſſors, 
as Overſeers of the Church; which ſhews that they did not think they 
had any ſuch Power, | 

There is bur one Inſtance of Baptizing that can with any Colour be 
alledged to the contrary ; and that is the Caſe of Anani as who baptized 
S. Paul, But then, if he is barely called a Diſciple , Modu ng, by S. 


Luke, it ought to be proved that he was not ordained , which is impoſ= 


fible, before any Argument can be drawn from what he did. And befides, 
as Interpreters do generally agree that he was ordained , ſo there was a 

very Ancient Tradition that he was one of the LXX Diſciples ; which if 
true puts the Matter out of Controverſy ; and it is certain that ity Truth 
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gative Argument on — other fide is of no force. Nay, ſince God thought 
fit not to go out of the common Road in the Ceremony of Initiation in 
this miraculous Caſe, we cannot reaſonably ſuppoſe that he would go out 
of that Rod in the Choice of che oe, who Was to perform 12 Cere. 
mon 

8. Pose! s Deſign in his Epiſtles to Timothy and Titus was to give ftand- 
ing Directions to Governors of Churches in all future Ages, Now ſince 


all theſe Directious center in theſe Eccleſiaſtical Officers who were certainly 


or6zined : Since Timothy particularly was commanded to tranſmit; that 
Doctrine which he had received from S. Paul to Men that would teach it 
to the next Generation: And ſince himſelf was ſer apart for that purpoſe 
by ln poſition of Hands; can we think 7imorhy was not to take the ſame 
Method afterwards } What ſhould . lead us to judge otherwiſe? Eſpecially 
ſince we know the Practice of the moſt Ancient Ages was agrecable here- 
unto. 

To tell us tber Corruption early crept ir into the Church * that ſtrange 
and crronzous Traditions may be traced as early as the Apoſtolical Times, 
is nothing to the purpole, Men are more liable to be miſtaken in Specu- 
lative Norions, than in Matters ot Practice. How the Apoltles conſti- 
tuted the firſt Churches, all the Faithful could know and ſee; and they 
were conſequently. better Judges in things of that ſort, and could ſooner 
diſcern any Innovations there, than when they were taught to exſpect a 
viſible Milenni un, and to look for the coming and reigning of Jeſus Chriſt 
upon the Earth before the general Reſurrection. 

In ſhort, General and Negative Ways of Reaſoning are-not conclulize 
againſt Poſitive Matters of Fact ; and until Eyidences againſt this. Propo- 
fition can be brought ot equal Strenght with the IL for its we arc 
bound to acquieſce in it, and to eſteem it true. 

V. The fitth Thing which 1 propoled to ſpeak to, is, That che Off 


cers of the Church have a Power to Cenſure Offenders , which does not 


originally proceed from the Licenſe of the Civil Magiſtrate. When our 
Saviour was to leave his Diſciples, he told them, Whoſoever Sins gc 
remit, they are ' remitted ; and whoſoever Sins ye retain they are re- 
rained. | roh XX, 23. This Power he had promiled before in Matt hem 
XVIII, when he acquainted his Diſeiples by way of Parable, of the great 
Deſire of God that none that ſhould: receive the Goſpel of Chriſt ſhould 
ever periſh ; and alſo inſtructed chem in rhe Method in which they were 
to proceed with Offenders, '{ which very Method S. Paul commands II- 
not hy to follow.) After which he ſubjoins theſe Words, ¶hatſoe ver Te 
cal bind on Earth , ſhall be biund in Heaven; ud what ſae ver Te ſpat 
400% on Earth, ſhall be looſed in Heaven. Words which can be rationally 
under ſtood of nothing but rhe Exerciſe: of Acts of Authority and Juriſdi- 
ction. But ve are told, that this was peculiar to the Apoſtles, and was 
ro laſt no longer than they lived; that they had Power to inflict Diſcaſes, 


and even Death it ſelf u pon Oeder, 1 could execute their own Sen 
8 tences 
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tences themſelves in ſuck a manner as would be 
But will not this prove, that Preaching and Baptizing are Temporary In- 


to teach it, and to govern thoſe that obey it; and that it is not left to 


to 


effectually rue 


ſtitutions likewiſe, becauſe all miraculous Powers have long ſince ceaſed ? 
When the Apoſtles were ſent to execute both thoſe parts of their Office, 


- our Bleſſed Saviour promiſed that he would be with them to the End of the 


World. So S. Matthew has it. S. Fohn, whole Deſign it expreſly was to 
fill up what the other Evangeliſts omitted in their Accounts of the Speeches 
and Actions of Jeſus Chriſt, and who rarely for that Reaſon repeats what 
they ſay, mentions onely what related to the Authority of puniſhing and 
pardoning of Offenders, And S. Fohy's Silence may as well conclude againſt 
S. Matthew, as S. Matthew's Silence conclude againſt S. Fohw. 

Bar farther ; Is not Government in its own Nature equally neceſſary at 
one time as at another? Can it ſubſiſt without a Power of animadverting 
upon Offenders ? Qui vult Finem vult Media, is a Maxim founded upon 
eternal Reaſon, and therefore will certainly hold here. The Primitive 
Church was CCC Years without the Protection of the Civil Magiſtrate; 
Moſt of that Time it was actually perſecuted; The remainder it was bare- 
ly connived at, and the mildeſt Emperors were at molt but like Gadio, 

who was an Officer under one of the gentleſt of them) Men that cared 
for none of thoſe Things. Shall we ſay then, that the Governors of the 
Church could not lawfully exerciſe a Power over its own Members whileſt 
it was in that Condition, when we ſee that 8 Paul directed Timothy how 
he ſhould proceed in ſuch Caſes ? Or becauſe Men are not ſtricken with 
Death by a word ſpeaking, like Ananias and Sapphire, or with Blindneſs, 
like the Sorcerer Elymas , nor afflicted with fore Diſeaſes , as thoſe were 
whom the Apoſtles delivered over to Satan, therefore there can be no Pu- 
niſhment ? And when our Saviour told his Apoſtles three ſeveral Times 
when upon Earth, that the (vpright) Sentence given by the proper Offi- 
cer below , ſhould be ratified above, did not he certainly know his own. 
Mind, eſpecially in a Matter entirely in his own Power ? And if ſo, what 
have we to do to contradict it? Are theſe things to be found in Scripture, 
or are they not ? If they are, why ſhould we be unwilling to receive this, 
any more than the other Commandments of Jeſus Chriit ? f 

We ſee therefore the Neceſſity which thoſe who caſt off all Church Power 
are under, to make Religion only a Human Inititution ; a voluntary 
Agreement which Men enter into jult as they ſce good, to ſerve God their 

own Way. But the Bible teaches us other Things. There we ſee , that 
Jeſus Chriſt preſcribed a Poſitive Law ; that he appointed particular Men 
the pleaſure of Men, whether they will ſubmit to it, or not. | 
When the Roman Empire became Chriſtian, this Power was not broke 

in upon: Ecclefiaftical Officers alone preached ,, adminiftred Sacraments, 
and. performed Acts of Juriſdiction, The Civil Magiſtrate then indeed be- 
coming Head of the Church, and Obedience to him beingalſo expreſly 
commanged by the Law of Chriſt, he had a Right to concern himſelf in 
the Affairs of the Church; the ſame Right which the Jewiſh Kings had in 
128 . | : : \ thy 


/ 


che Few:/> Church: They made Regulations concerning the Temple- 


Service ; they put in, and turned out H. Prieſts ; they claimed a Power 
of proceeding againſt Offenders of the Prieſtly Order capitally , if they 
deſeryed it.: In ſhort, they vere truly and properly Supreme Governors, 
under God, of that Church. But they performed no Sacerdotal Acts in 
their own Perſons ; they offer'd no Sacrifices ; they made no Atone- 
ments, nor did they burn Incenſe. [ See the Caſe of K. Uzziah, 2 Chron. 


n 


The fam? Things hold with us. The Articles of our Religion declare, 
„That nothing in Doctrine or Diſcipline ought to be ordained , eontrary 
* to the written Word of God . | Art, X X. I That they are to be accur- 


* {ed , that preſume to ſay , that every Man ſhall be ſaved by the Law or 


« Se&t which he profefſeth ; ſo that he frames his Life according to that 
Law, and the Light of Nature; and that becauſe the Scriptures ſet out 
* only to us the Name of Jeſus Chriſt , whereby Men muſt be faved : 
Art. XVIII. ] That no Man has a Power to Preach, or to Adminiſter 
the Sacrements, but he that is thereunto lawfully called, and ſent ; That 
« rhoſe are lawfully called, who are choſen and called by Men who have 
public Authority to call and fend Miniſters into the Lord's Vineyard. 
« | Art. XXIII.] And that thoſe that are Excommunicated by open De- 
is nuntiation of the Church, ought to be avoided, till they are received 


e jnro the Church by the Judge that hath Authority thereunto.“ [ Art. 


XXVIII.] All theſe Articles haye had the Civil Sanction; not becauſe 
they were not otherwiſe true and binding, but becauſe the Supreme Civil 
Powers thought it their Duty to declare, That they would by their Au- 
thority add Weight to thoſe Doctrines and Practiſes, which otherwiſe might 


have had much leſs Force with perverſe and obitinate Men, who would 


have deſpiſed and vilified the mere Law's of the Church. | 
That Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction ought to be under the Regulation of the 
Civil Magiſtrate, in a Chriſtian Country, is certain; And yet it is not in 
the Power of the Civil Magiſſrate at the ſame time to take it quite away, 
So that ſhould he either apoſtatize from Chriſtianity, or directly perſecute 
the Church of God, it would then have equal Power to inflict Cenſures 
Eccleſiaſtical , without conſulting him, as it had before the Time of 
Conſtantine the Great. E | 
VI. I come now to the main Argument, which this New Aertor of 


the Rights of the Chriſtian Church brings againſt what has been ſaid; 


and that is, Ihe Abſurdity of two Independent Powers in one State at the 
ſame Time : And here I may venture to ſay, that the long Detail of Ar- 
guments, which he produces from the Nature of Government to ſtrengthen 
his Aſſertion, is nothing to the purpoſe. The Power of the Church in a 
Chriſtian State, is not independent upon the Civil Magiftrate , tho it is 
deri ved from a higher Original. It is only to be exerciſed in Matters of 
its own Juriſdiction; 1. e. in Caſes of manifeſt and flagrant Violation of 
the Law's of Chriſt, ' When it meddles out of that Sphere, or when in 
that it weakens the Magiltraze's Hands in the Execution of his Duty, igs 


\  Cenſures/ 
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Cenſares are null: But in all Caſes where there is a m anifeſt Violation 
of theiLaw's of Chriſt, that very Violation is an Injury likewiſe to the 
Civil Power; unleſs it be in the ſingle Caſe of denying of jeſus Chriſt 
which when it is enjoyn'd by the Civil Power, that Injunction onght nor 
to be obey'd. In that Caſe no Act of Parliament can oblige. ; and where. 
ever the Authority of the Civil Magiſtrate ceaſes , the Church has 4 


Right to exerciſe its own Juriſdiction , without any Dependance upon the 


Civil Magiſtrate, 

Since therefore Eccleſiaſtical Jurĩiſdiction can ordinarily -be exerciſed 
under Chriſtian Princes, in no Caſes but ſuch as ſtrengthen tlie Princes 
Power; if it is derived from a higher Authority than his own , ſo much 
the better: His Power is ftrengthened , when Men are taught to obey, 
not barely for Wrath, but alſo tor Conſcience ſake, And if the Power 
of the Church has ſufficient Authority from a Divine Commiſſion , no- 
thing which Man can ſay , can break it; and if it has not, it is not in 
the Power of Man to give it. | 


In one word; Eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction in a Chriſtian State, is, as | 


to its Limits , and the Caſes and Perſons upon which it is to be exerciſed, 
under the Care of the Civil Government. As to the Perſons that are 
to exerciſe it, the Magiſtrate has nothing to do to alter them. He is in- 
deed actually Head of the Church: He is immediately reſponſible to 
God for its Well-being , and obliged to take care of it. Upon that Score 
it is, that he has a Right to Limit the Exerciſe of the Juriſdiction of the 
Church , when he has no Power to take it quitte away , or to put the 
Execution of it into others Hands. If then, as I faid juſt now , he 
apoſtatixes, or perſecutes the Church; it is then where it was at firſt, 
and has equal Power over its own Members, that it had before Couſfan- 
tines Time; and by ſuch Revolt or Perſecution , he is juſtly to be ſup- 
poſed to throw himſelf out of it, and to take no farther Care of it, or 
of any Thing elſe that belongs to it. 

This I take to be a true, tho' ſhort Account of this matter. The time 
will not giye me leave to enlarge upon it as much as the Subject would 
bear: I ſhall only therefore crave your Patience to conſider along with 
me, ta what pernicious Purpoſes the Principles of this Author tend; and 
how palpably unjuſt, and at this time too, how Seditious this farious Aſ- 
fault upon the Clergy of the Church of England is. | 

If your Teachers came to you with wor deviſed Fables, or as St. 


Paul ſpeaks, with the cunning craftineſs of thoſe that he in wait to 


deceive, yet even then to reach Men that Religion isjuſt what they will 


make it themſelves, and that bare Immorality, and open Blaſphemy a- 


gainſt God, are the only puniſhable Things; (29) would let in even thoſe 


| Vices, which it pretends to puniſh. Nothing in its Nature can oblige the 
Conſcience, but a thorough Perſuaſion that God diſhkes, and therefore 
will puniſh, or approves, and therefore will reward, And nothing can 


ſhake: ſuch a Perſuaſion more effectually than a Declaration that 
Men may and oughr to have Liberty of chooſing their own Religion 
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Aerbey pleaſe. Toleration of Chriſtians that differ from tis is one chil 
and ſuch a Declaration (which our Diſſenting Brethren would abhor as 

much as we) is another. And I am yerily perſuaded, that all the Conſci- 
entious Diſſenters in England would be heartily ſorry that the Liberty of 
exerciſing their own Worſhip, which the Law allows them, (and which 
whatſoever deſiguing Men may inſinuate, we are very far from repining at) 
ſhould accidentally be a Means of but weakening the Belief, that Faith 
in Jcſus Chriſt is abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation. 

Our Author throuyha great part of his Writings artificially confounds 


the Uſurpations of Popery with the Proceedings of the Clergy of our 


Church that are Authoriz'd by Law. This is not fair. And that our 
Prieſt muſt be expoſed to Scorn, for what the Popzſþ Prieſts did before 
the Reformation, is urjuſt, What have our Prieſts to do with what is 
or has been done in the Church of Roe? -Befides, what ſhall we ſay of 

the firſt Reformers abroad? Were not Luther, Zuinglius, Bucer, and 
 jnnumeraqle others among them Prieſts ? And among our felves, were 
not Cranmer, Latimer, Ridley, Farrar, Philpot, Rogers, and in a man- 
ner all our firſt Reformers Prieſts ? Or did they loſe that Character after 
they oppoſed the Church of Rome? All the Spiritual part of the Refor- 
mation, which conſiſted in opening Mens Eyes, and in making them ſen- 
ſible of the weighr*of that Yoak under which they and their Anceſtors 
had been ſo long enſlaved, was performed by Prieſts: And without them, 
the neceſſity of * the Cavil Magiſtrate did, would never have been ſut- 
| ficiently underſtood, 

And farther, If in our Times any Men have for By- ends of their own 
carried the Power of the Church too far, is what they ſay a Law? Ought 
the Office to ſuffer for the Miſcarriages of particular Men? ls that 
thought juſt in other Caſes? Beſides, have not others, and they as emi- 
nent Men of their own Order, taken as much Pains either in aſſerting pub- 
lick Liberty, or in doing Juſtice to the Supremacy of the Civil Magiſtrate in 
Matters Eccleſiaſtical, and in ſetting it in a true Light? And is our nice 
Enquirer into Ancient Canons and Modern Clams, ignorant of all this. 

Again, Do the Clergy of rhe Eſtabliſht Church claim any thing in Tem- 
poral Matters, or in the Method of exerciſing their Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdi- 
ction, more than what the Law's allow them ? Do they force the Laity 
to contribute any thing more towards their Maintenance, than what the 
Repreſentatives of theſe very Laity or of their Anceſtors , have given 
them a Right to claim ? That their Maintenance, God be praiſed , is 
ſettled by rhe Law's, ſeems to be one of our Author's greateſt Grievances, 
who tell us, That not hing is found more eſfectual to keep a pragmatical 
Prieſt within ſome Bounds, than the apprehenſion of having a Staff and 
4 Pair of Shooes laid at his Door. (o) It is that which under God goes a 
very great war to keep up Religion among us, becauſe that is a certain 
Encouragement for good and able Men to betake themſelves to that Em- 
ployment. e r Would 
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It is 2 wonderful thing that juſt now too, Books of this kind, which 
ould be thought to compliment the Government, ſhould be ſent a- 
road. The Queen and the Two Houſes of Parliament have thought it 
eceſſary to quiet the Minds of the People, by declaring that the Church 
not in danger, and (which is a neceſſary Conſequence of chat Decla- 
ation) that they will take all poſſible Care to leave it ſafe to Poſterity. 
receive that Declaration with great Thank ful neſs; and we ſhould 
hink our ſelves very ill Subjects ſhould we doubt of the Sincerity and 
Leal of her Majeſty, and of the Two Houſes of Parliament in this mat- 
er. We cannot therefore but think all Diſcourſes of this Kind to be Se- 
gitious as well as Unchriſtian, and tending only to enflame and exaſpe- 
ate the Minds of thoſe whom our Governors have graciouſly declared, aud 
that more than once very lately, that they will protect and defend, And 
And whilſt her Majeſty, like a true Mother of all her People, exhorts them 
with all poſſible Warmth and Earneſtneſs to live at Peace and Amity: with 
one another, what can more effectually undermine and deſtroy all her Pi- 
ous Endeavours, than ſuch kind of Infinuation as theſe ? | | 
But, God be thanked, we live under a Queen under whom we cannot 
be afraid of any evil Influence that ſuch ſort of Principles as theſe can have 
upon Mankind. Her Majeſty knows that the Clergy of this Church will 
teach Her People nothing, but what will tend to ſtrengthen her hands. She 
knows that we heartily take part in thoſe wonderful and amazing Marcies, 
hich. have attended Her whole Reign, She knows us to be ſincere Friends 
to the Proteſtant Intereſt, and to the Canſe of Publick Liberty: We glad- 
ly therefore leave our Concerns in Her Majeſty's Hands; and as long as 
we claim no Spiritual Authority, for which we have not the Warrant 
of the Word of God, nor any Temporal Priviledges in which the Autho- 
rity of the Laws of England will not juſtify us, we queſtion not but w 
ſhall find a Powerful Protection againſt all our Enemies. | 


But to God the Father, &c. 
FINIS 


18 


* 2 2 
— 5 2 2 = . ä 
# 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

For I teſtific unto every man that keareth' the words of the prophecy 
of this book, If any man ſhall add unto theſe things, God ſhall add unto 
him the plagues that are written in this book, 

And if any man ſhall rake away from the words of the book of this Pro- 


| phecy, God ſhall rake away his part out of the book of life, and out of the | 
boly city, and from the things which are written io this book, Revels. 22. 
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being a Thankſgiving for overcoming the French and Bavarian, 


People fo call'd,of the 3 Creeds, wherefore People ſtand when one is 
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W O of Sir Wiliam Daws, Bar. one at . on the ih 
Nov. 1706. and the other before the Queen, Nov. 19. 1704, 
One of the Biſhop of Norwich before Her Majeſty, March 8th, 1 70g, 
her bappy Acceſſion to the Crown, 
Two of the Biſhop of Lincolw's, one Detemb, 3 16 1705. and the of 
Nowemb. 5. 1705. | 
One ot Dr. Wills's Dean of Lincoln, on the 5th of Nov. 170g; 
One of Dr. Blackhal, his Commencement Sermon before the Univerf 
of Cambridge, June 30, 1700. 
Three of Dr. Parſonr's, call'd The Fri fruits of the Gentiles, & 


Salubury. . 
Two of Dr. Moſs, one before the Queen, April 22d, 1706. The ot! 


One of the Biſhop of Tork, before the Queen, at Her Coronation, 

One of Dr. Clarke, before the Queen, Decemb, 30, 1709. 

Two of Dr. Stanhope, One before the Biſhops, c. Octob. 25, 1705. 
other before the Queen at St, Paul's, 1706. 

One of Dr. Blackburn's before the Queen, Dient gie: 

A Sermon call'd The Royal Mercant, before his Majeſty King Ch 
the Second, at Whitehall, 

One of the Biſhop of Glouceſter's at Gild- Hall, the 7th of Septemb. 150 


Io of Mr. Knagg's, one 2 Perſwafive to Contentment, the ocher e 
wit us, 

One of Dr. Hoadly before the Lord Mayor, c. Sept. 29, 1705. 
Three of Dr. Kennet s; Two upon the Murther of King Charles 
Firſt, Fan, 30, 1703, 1 705. The other before the Queen, une 23, 1706 

One of the Biſhop of St. Aſaph, before the Howſe of Lords, Fan 

30, 1705 6. 

One Mer. Stubs, on May 26, 1706. being 2 Preparatory to the Ge 
ral Thankſgiving. 

One of Dr. Manningham, before the Queen at Windſor, Aug. 4s 1706 

One of Mr. Sprint, The Bridewoman's Counſeller, at a Wedding, 17 

One of his Grace John late Archb. of Canterbury, 1694, Of evil ſpeal 

An Epitome of the Proteſtant Religion, ſhewing when it began, why 


How and when Infant Baptiſm came to be uſed; when and wherefore G 
fathers and God-mothers came to be ordain'd, "ad the Sign of the Ct 
us'd, when and how Sprinkling came to be uſed inſtead of Dipping: Allo 
ch what they hold, what Scriptures they uſe. The Indepens 
and Baptiſts, what Scriptures they produce: The Quakers, their Prinei 


1 


